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Newspaper Coverage of the 11" Malaysian

General Election: News Analysis of 7

An Analysis of 7 Presses From the Perspective of Balanced Report
and Gate Keeper Theory
Por Heong Hong (Deputy Head, Media Studies Department, New Era College )

Abstract

The aim of this study is to build up an objective tool to examine the professional
performance of the press during elections occasion. This study views journalistic profes-
sionalism and political stance as two different dimensions of a press: the former is the
degree of observance of journalistic ethical codes and the latter is the degree of political
leaning to a certain political party in a given political atmosphere.

There are journalistic ethics to follow as a professional journalist but this study takes
only “balanced reporting”, an ethic which gives every involved party of a particular is-
sue even chances of publicity or explanation, to examine “the degree of leaning of an
election news to a certain political party” or “leaning index”. Although the aim of this
study is to evaluate the professionalism of a press and not its political stance, the “lean-
ing index” itself is a reflection of both the degree of political leaning and professional
ability of a press.

The range of sources of this study includes Berita Harian, Utusan Malaysia, The
Star, New Straits Times, Sin Chew Daily, Nan Yang Siang Pao and Oriental Daily dated
from the day of parliament’s dissolution to the day of the new cabinet appointments. Only
national news have been selected and not inclusive of comments, letter and photos.

The findings suggest that all seven presses give more chances of publicity to the
ruling party. Specific findings of interest include, presses of same language score distinc-
tively close range of leaning index while leaning index of those of different languages
reveal a distinctive gap. Though the commonality of seven presses giving more chances
of publicity to the ruling party could be taken as a product of highly coercive politics in
Malaysia, disparity of leaning index among the seven presses could only be explained
by the degree of tightness of hierarchical management and observance of journalism
ethics of each press which deserves to be explored and explained by further study of
gate keepers in each press.

Keywords: media monitors, news analysis, message analysis, balanced report, gatekeeper
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FEN SR 20 P, AR 2 508 W AHTH Bk IR . LIS A18HTIT (& Hir
1) BOO2R T 461, Z N EAUPRE % “Penyokong Pas bertindak liar”  (
HiEA “BEEREME ), WERETERSE SN+, RIER SR
B, “EHGESHRERET B ESRIFEGEMREN, FIA SRS 55
w27 (BEE4) . BT ERERELS RS ES G, AT

Z IR ZEHIPRE A R TR R H N SR AR,
E4. FiEPRE SN OR—E 0 E )T, 2004423 B 18H FII T
45 HBrEY BOO2MT k2T 5],

Penyokong Pas
bertindak liar 1"

BUTTERWORTH: Sekumpulan 200 penyokong
Pas bertindak liar di hadapan rumah Timbalan
Menteri Pertanian, Datuk Seri Mohd Shariff
Omar dekat Air Melintas Besar, Tasek Gelugor,

awal ﬁag semalam,

Mohd Shariff yang bertanding mempertahan-
kan kerusi men Tasek Gelugor berkata,
kumfaulan itn yang menaiki motosikal, kereta
dan lori turut melemparkan kata-kata kesat dan
memaki hamun beliau yang ketika itu berada di
dalam rumah selepas pulang memberi cera-
mah.

“Lagak mereka seperti kumpulan samseng,
mereka cuba ‘provoke’ dengan kata-kata kesar,
Saya nampek, penyokong parti ini cuba mem-
bawa budaya samseng, bertindak ganas dan
celupar,” katanya kepada pemberita selepas
menghadin majlis kesyukuran di Sekolah Agama
Rakyat Permatang Kerai Besar, Sungai Dua, se-
malam. X Hos =2 Bid . BO0N L0 7.
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